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Si usted desea una explicación en español de este artículo, favor de llamar al 254-5484 

Welcome Back! 

I would like to welcome students and families to a new year at Fruita 8/9 School!  As summer comes to an 

end, the anticipation of the school year begins for students, families, and staff.  In that anticipation, often 

times questions arise in regard to how things operate in our school.  Please feel free to contact our office 

staff, administration, counselors, and teachers regarding questions that you may have.  In addition, our 

school website, ParentVue information system, and newsletters provide answers to many of the questions 

you may have. 

As we begin the school year, the following are some ways that parents can stay involved in their child’s 

education.  One way to stay involved is to volunteer.  If you would like to volunteer in our school, please 

contact the main office at 254-6720.  Our secretaries will be happy to help you get started in this process.   

In addition, we have a School Advisory Council that meets quarterly to discuss goals, action plans, and    

student activities at Fruita 8/9.  The meetings are held in the conference room from 5:00-6:00 pm.  Our first 

meeting is September 14th  in which we will discuss the purpose of School Advisory and discuss building 

goals for the school year.  Everyone is welcomed to attend the meetings.   

One way to stay involved from a home perspective is to ask your student what he or she is doing and plan 

time to do important things such as setting goals, completing homework, and discussing involvement in 

school activities and events.  Studies show that the more involvement in school activities, the higher the 

student achievement.                                                                                                                                                   

The staff at Fruita 8/9 has a commitment to communicate with parents as effectively and efficiently as 

possible.  Students will have an advisory in which he or she will be working collaboratively with teachers 

in making improvements in proficiency as well as working in an advisory relationship in regard to things 

such as achievement, school culture, study habits, and career development. Please feel free to contact 

teachers if you have questions regarding grades or assignments.      

For the most current and in-depth information please see our website at http://fruita89.d51schools.org/  
We are looking forward to having a great school year.  Thank you for your support! 

Sincerely, 

Jason Plantiko 

Principal 

Fruita 8/9 

http://fruita89.d51schools.org/


IROAR 

Integrity RESPECT Ownership Achievement Responsibility 

 

Fruita 8/9 staff and administration look forward to partnering with you this year as we work to       
create a safe, respectful learning environment for every student. With almost 800 teenagers      
working alongside each other in our building each day, there are times when conflicts arise         
between students.  

Staff and administration seek to be vigilant in classrooms, hallways, and commons areas to        
proactively address conflicts when they arise. Our counselors work with individuals and small 
groups to resolve conflicts in a timely manner, as well. 

Below are some suggested guidelines to help parents and students distinguish between normal 
conflict and bullying.  

Assistant principals and counselors work in teams of two, and student concerns are assigned based 
on the first letter of a student’s last name. (see below)  

If you or your child feels conflict with another student has escalated to harassment or bullying, 
please contact Fruita 8/9 Administration at 254-6720 so that we can address the issue immediately. 

   

Melissa Turner     Kyle Rush 

Asst. Principal (A – K)     Asst. Principal (L - Z) 

 

Judi Weber     Colleen Stabolepszy 

Counselor (A – K)     Counselor (L – Z) 

Normal Conflict         VS.  Bullying 

 Equal power/or between friends   Imbalance of power 

 Happens occasionally     Repeated, negative &  purposeful  

 Accidental       
 No serious emotional harm  Can be serious with threat of physical or emo-

tional harm 

 Equal emotional reaction     Strong emotional reaction from target/victim 

 Not seeking power or attention    Seek power or control 

 No remorse/blames victim 

 No effort to solve problem 
(excerpt from “Understanding Bullying: A Parent’s Guide” / MCVSD #51) 

Copies of this brochure are available in our office upon request 



F89 is Engaging, Equipping, and Empowering Wildcats Today… 

                             For a Limitless Tomorrow! 
 

 

Welcome to the over 500+ new families who are joining our school community this year.  

As a staff, our goal is simple – we want to help EVERY student get where they want to go! 

Graduation pathways start here and we look forward to getting to know each student and family. 

   Each month we will share a snapshot of some of the great things our                                                

students and staff are doing. Here are some highlights from the first  

month of school…  

ENGAGE!   Class meetings held the first week of school 

Our freshman class is one of our largest ever – they filled the 

gym, and it was exciting to see this talented group come together 

for the very first time.  

We expect great things from the Class of 2021! 

Eighth graders also met as a group. As principal, Mr. Plantiko reminded them that they enjoy 

more academic and extracurricular opportunities than any other 8
th
 grade class in D51. He 

shared his expectation that, as a first priority, we want them to be kind to one another. 

So far, the Class of 2022 is showing that they truly ARE Wildcats… staff already       

appreciate them for their positive and respectful presence on our campus! 

EQUIP!   School-Wide Advisory has a renewed focus at F89 

During the first two weeks of school, we shared the many supports available to students on 

our campus, as well as clear guidance on campus expectations. Through short video 

presentations, all students were able to “meet” many of our staff – from the office secretar-

ies, to the counselors & progress monitor, our campus liaison, administration, and even our 

custodian. We want them to know that help is ALWAYS available… they just need to ask! 

In the months ahead, we are excited about plans to build in student leadership, service to 

our community, and supports for the many challenges that face teens today.  

EMPOWER!   Meet our Student Senate 

Fruita 8/9 School Student Senate has, since our building opened 12 years ago, boasted a 

reputation for effectively leading their peers in creating a positive student culture, getting in-

volved, and demonstrating service & kindness to others.  

During the month of September, stop by our office and take a minute to “meet” our Student 

Senate –you can see each of the 26 members on the bulletin board next to the office win-

dow. 

Senate has already begun planning for ways to empower all students through our new Advi-
sory Representative structure. They will hold a weekly seat at the table this year in admin-
istration meetings, and are already guiding staff in meeting the needs of their peers.  



 

Thank you Valley Grown Nursery! 

We so appreciate all your help and support in          

replacing the tree at our front door. 

                    It looks great! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

                                                           

                                                            

                                         

                                           

 

 

                                         

                   

 

 

        Counseling News~  

 Our school counselors, Mrs. Weber and Mrs. Stabolepszy 
will meet with each 9th grade Global Studies class in Septem-
ber to discuss student’s Individual Career Academic Plans 
(ICAP’s) and how to best prepare in high school to meet their 
future goals.  The students will be given an ICAP planning 
guide. The counselors recommend you sit down and go 
through the guide together with your son or daughter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From the Fruita 8-9 Library… 

And We’re Back! 

Hi, Parents! Each month this year you will see a 

library feature in the newsletter. There will be a 

Tech Tip and Book of the Month featured. The 

goal is that the tech tips will help you in support-

ing digital literacy skills while also managing their 

technology use, and that the book recommendations will encourage parents to model more read-

ing. Setting an example of good reading habits for your children will have a huge impact on their 

reading growth and interests too! 

-Mary Cummings, Fruita 8-9 Librarian 

Mary.Cummings@d51schools.org 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

-SEPTEMBER TECH TIP- 
OUR (Operation Underground Railroad), a nonprofit aimed at eliminating human traf-

ficking, recently published a very helpful blog post for parents about settings you can 

change on your kids’ devices (or family devices at home) to protect them from preda-

tors. You can see the list (with steps for each suggestion) here:  

https://ourrescue.org/blog/3-ways-protect-kids-online/ 

——–——————————————————————————————————————————— 

-Recommended Book of the Month- 

(for parents!) 

Model reading in your home by trying… 

When Breath Becomes Air By Paul Kalanithi   

“I can’t go on. I’ll go on.” 

I listened to this memoir on audiobook while on a long drive home from out of 

town. I almost never like audiobooks nearly as much as books in print, but 

this was an exception. When Breath Becomes Air is written by a neurosur-

geon who is diagnosed with terminal lung cancer. He spends the last years of 

his life writing about death not just from a doctor’s perspective, but now from 

a patient’s perspective as well. Despite being so obviously tragic, this memoir 

is truly life-affirming. This is a book you’ll continue to think about long after 

closing the back cover.    



 

 If you give permission for your student to leave school for LUNCH with someone who is 

not the parent/legal guardian, or on the Emergency Contact you are asked to provide 

written, signed notification stating the time the student is to be picked up and 

the name of the person with whom he/she is leaving campus. That person is       

required to come to the office to sign the checkout book when the student leaves and 

when he/she returns. Note that when leaving Campus for lunch, the student will be       

excused for their school lunch wave only. If the student is not signed in and out by the 

person they go to lunch with it will not be excused.                                                          

Please plan ahead. Phone calls or faxes will not be accepted as permission.   

 

 

STA BUS TRANSPORTATION 

Reminder ~ Students who wish to ride the bus home with other students must have a permission 

slip from parent.  The note needs to be signed and stamped by office personnel first thing in the 

morning :) Per STA Transportation.  

If you need to know bus routes or bus schedules, please contact STA. through email                

http://www.d51schools.org/ or phone # 697-1050. 

 

      

 

 

                                                           

  

 
MATH TUTORING 

Every WEDNESDAY 

With Mrs. Snyder  

Room 92 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

Thursday, September 14th 

Fruita 8/9 Gym 3:30-7:30 p.m. 

(Also Sept, 14th) 

                 
Have pictures you want to share with the yearbook 

staff? 

We would love to use them if you want to share! 
Download Josten’s FREE App – RePlay It 
Upload pictures to Fruita 8/9  
Questions: Contact Mrs. Willford  

REMINDER: Don’t forget to order Your Yearbook!  

  jill.willford@d51schools.org 

mailto:jill.willford@d51schools.org


  

                                          

 

 

8th Grade Boys Basketball starts on Oct. 9th.  Paperwork 
will be available starting on September 18th on the Fruita 89       
Website, and will be due to the athletic office by Friday,    
October 6th.   Kevin Chirdon is our Head Coach and can be 
contacted with any questions.                           

                                                                                       Kevin.Chirdon@d51schools.org.   

           Fruita Fall Festival Parade  

Saturday, September 23rd @ 10:00 a.m. 

    Come out and support our Wildcats!  

 

School Text Books & Calculator 

Students will be responsible for text books that are 

“scanned” out to them. A fine may be assessed for 

a damaged or lost book. Textbooks ARE NOT    

officially checked in and credited to the student 

until they are scanned.  Dropping them in the     

library box, the main office, leaving them in a 

classroom or locker, or giving them to a staff  

member DOES NOT qualify as a book return.  

Please help the English Language Arts department by collecting box tops! The 

money collected goes toward providing student use computers in each classroom. 

You can contribute by: 

Clipping box tops from food and other products and give to any ELA teacher 

Submitting Bonus Points online after your shopping 

Participating in Bonus Programs on www.boxtops4education.com 

NEW!!! Submit Bonus Box Tops to Fruita 8/9 by downloading the new Box 

Tops Bonus App! Find offers on the app, scan your receipt showing your purchase of select 

Box Tops associated products, and they’ll contribute bonus points to our earnings! 

Thanks for your support! 

  

 

mailto:Kevin.Chirdon@d51schools.org
http://www.boxtops4education.com



